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- The Gentral- 4melhgence-Agenc\

which pressed.dast vear 10'have all

its files e.xempned from public sery-

tiny under ‘the Freedom of Informs.

tion Ac:,.’nas to}d‘congr&ssxona. iean-

-ers -1tii8 -now swilling go i:ve'wztn £

Lkimited exemption.

Cl4 spokesman . Dale Peterson -

said y&sbemav the .agency will sup-
pori ¢ bill introduced last week - by
Sen. Barrv .Goldwater (R-Ariz),
chairman of the Senate lmelhgence
Commitiee, that would give only the
agency's so-called operanona] flles”
& blanket exemption from disclosure.

These files keep track of the way
the covert ~agepcy gathers mLelu
gence. -

Under the Goldwater ble which
agency lswyers helped to drafi, the
Cl4 would not-even have 10 bother
to respond 10 requests Jor such .in-
formation. = .

Political, economic and scientific
mformation gathered by the agency
In jts intelligence work would stil) be
accessible through FOIA requests,
provided the information i unclas-
sified and its release would not ep-
danger national security.

“We would have preferred a toal
exemption,” Peterson said, “but Jook-
ing at the real world, we. -concluded
that we .are better off trying to. get
the exemptions that ere the most
imporiant to us™ . Ll

John “Shattuck, mrecwr “of the

Jocel chapter of the American Civil -

Liberties Uriion, which hes -sparred

-

with the CIA In court over public

access: issues, welcomed the ‘change
in the agency’s position. -

““We -still have many ou&mons
about this, but tothe extent that no’
mformamon that is-subject to disclo-
sure now would ~be protected addi-—
tionally under the:new formulation, -

the bill would be rmsonable Shatég

tuck- said.
Spmesman for both the CIA and

the ACLU said’ one major benefit of
. the new law would be to speed up
' the now cumbersome process in the

ClA for FOLA - ‘requests.

“This is going 10 hélp us cut down
on the workioad,” said Petersor.

“Now we spend . lots o time
searching for material that we know
we will never release because it is
operational. This exemption would
spare us the need to make fruitlesc
searches.”

That would free the agency to
concentraie on requests more likely
to vield releasable documents.

At present, the C1A has 2 backlog
of more than two vears on FOIA re-
quests.

The FOIA. enacted in 1906 ang
strengthened in 1974, gives citizens
reasonable jaccess to government
documents.

Last vear, conservatives in Cop-
gress introduced emendments 1o
scale back public access across the
board, but they never reached the
Senate fioor. !

A new bill is under oons»derabon
in the Senate Judiciary' Committee.
The Goldwatet partial exemption for
the ClA is in 2 separate bill that wil)
be considered by the Senate lnte
ligence Commxtxee



